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ffihi qsztt sr/*f//o? c*i,i$1i> $&fs<i gprs ^rimi 




Dhaka with about four hundred years of record- 
ed history is definitely an ancient city by any 
standard. Mughal Subahdar Islam Khan Chishti 
selected the site to be the provincial capital of 
Bengal in 1610 A.D., and since then the city's 
fortune waxed and waned with the volatile politi- 
cal development both in Bengal and in Delhi. 
Finally, Subahdar Murshid Quli Khan transferred 
the provincial capital from Dhaka to Murshidabad 
in 1717 A.D. Dhaka again regained its lost glory, 
albeit temporarily, when it became the capital of 
the newly formed province of Eastern Bengal 
and Assam during the period, 1905-12. 
Since the beginning of the 17th century, Dhaka 
was inhabited and frequented by Mughal elites, 
European and Asian merchants, moneyed 
indigenous traders and landed aristocrats. They 
moulded its history and landscape and brought 
tremendous changes in almost all aspects of life- 
economic, social, political and cultural. Some 
glimpses of the changing fortune of the city can 
be discerned from publications such as Charles 
D'Oyly's Antiquities of Dacca (London, 1824), 
Panorama of Dacca (London, 1840), James 
Taylor's Sketches of the Topography and 
Statistics of Dacca (Calcutta, 1840), Bradley 
Bid's Romance of an Eastern Capital (London, 
1906), Syed Aulad Hasan's Notes on the 
Antiquities of Dacca (Dacca, 1912), B.C. Allen's 
District Gazetteer: Dacca (Allahabad, 1912), 
S.M. Taifoor's Glimpses of Old Dacca (Dacca, 
1952), A.H. Dani's Dacca (various editions) and 
Abdul Karim's Dacca : The Mughal Capital 
(Dacca, 1964). 

Though much of Dhaka's significant historic 
buldings are no longer in existence due to lack of 
care, ravages of time and vandalism, yet a few 
have remained in dilapidated condition or in ren- 
ovated form even till the second half of the 19th 
century. Many new attractive cultural property 
like buildings, palaces, gardens, bridges, clubs 



and recreational centres have also come up dur- 
ing the British period as a result of western influ- 
ence. These edifices, facilities and gardens have 
definitely beautified the city's landscape. 
The first half of the 19th century was also 
remarkable for the discovery and development of 
the art of photography. In fact, it added a new 
dimension that ultimately paved the way for the 
production and preservation of permanent 
record of an image. The technique of photogra- 
phy arrived in Bengal in 1840s. It made possible 
to permanently record details of some of the 
famous places and historical sites and scenes 
including portraits and group pictures of famous 
people. Photography further gained momentum 
as an art medium especially since 1851 with the 
introduction of the collodion process for making 
glass negatives. "The process almost at once 
became universal, and the popularity of the pho- 
tography increased" (The New Encyclopedia 
Britannica, 15th edition, Vol. 14, p. 311). 
The Nawabs of Dhaka had played a pioneering 
role in popularizing photography in this region. 
Photography was Nawab Ahsanullah's passion, 
and with his own camera, he personally took 
hundreds of pictures of his garden houses, 
palaces, buildings and even pictures of the city 
after the tornado of 1888 and during receptions 
given to prominent personalities and high digni- 
taries of state. He was an active member of the 
Bengal Photographic Society of Calcutta that 
was founded in 1856. Nawab Salimullah also 
patronized photography. With his assistance, 
German photographer Fritz Kapp opened a stu- 
dio at Wise Ghat. He took, among other photo- 
graphs, innumerable pictures of Ahsan Manzil. 
These pictures are now valuable historical docu- 
ments. In fact, we reorganized and rearranged 
the Ahsan Manzil Museum galleries with the help 
of Fritz Kapp's photographs that are now pre- 
served at the British Library, London. Most of the 



pictures that have found a place in this album 
also belonged to the period of Nawab 
Ahsanullah and Nawab Salimullah. These pic- 
tures have been obtained from the Edward 
House in 1991 which was then the office of the 
Dhaka Nawab Estate's Chief Manager. Needless 
to say, the photographs were in a fragile and 
faded out condition. 

In mid 2002, the photographs were brought from 
Ahsan Manzil Museum to the Bangladesh 
National Museum for restoration, and if possible, 
for publication in a book form so that the rich his- 
tory of Dhaka (with its suburbs) could be pre- 
sented in a visible form before the inquisitive 
public. A five-member committee was constitut- 
ed who worked under the supervision of the 
Director General. The committee members 
were: Dr. S.A.M. Monowar Jahan,* Dr. Md. 
Saber Ali, Dr. Md. Rezaul Karim, Dr. Md. Alamgir 
and Mr. Abdus Sadek. Identification of these rare 
pictures was indeed a difficult job for the com- 
mittee. After having sorted this out, the next task 
was to search out appropriate restoration 
experts. With the help of Mr. Waqar A. Khan who 
takes great interest in culture and heritage, Mr. 
Jamirul Islam Sharif of Print Post Design and 
Md. Rafiqul Islam of Al-Helal Enterprise, we have 
been able to get a reasonably good and pre- 
sentable set of digitally reconstructed photo- 
graphs. 

The album contains one hundred and nineteen 
(119) photographs with captions, and is arranged 
into twelve sections with introductory notes. All 
the original pictures excepting a few are from our 
own collection. Mrs. Sarwar Morshed Khan has 
been kind enough to give us permission to print 
two pictures of her mother, Begum Zulekha 
Banu. On the other hand, Mr. Khwaja Md. Halim 
helped us with one. We remain indebted to both 
of them. Here it may be mentioned that all the 
pictures, excepting four are of the period before 



the resumption of the First World War. 
In various phases of our effort to retrieve visual 
history, we have received unstinted help from 
Professor Sharif Uddin Ahmed, Director, 
Directorate of National Archives and Libraries, 
Government of Bangladesh and from Professor 
Syed Anwar Husain of the Department of 
History, Dhaka University. We remain grateful to 
them. We also remain grateful to the members of 
the Trustee Board and the Publication 
Committee of Bangladesh National Museum for 
their whole-hearted co-operation in bringing out 
the album. Such a publication also needed the 
help and support of many of our museum col- 
leagues. However, I must name a few. They are: 
Mr. Md. Abdul Karim Sarkar, Mr. Jahangir 
Hussain, Mr. Anjalur Rahman, Mr.A K M Shamsul 
Arefin, Mr. Md. Elias Khan and Mr. Shahidur 
Rahman Khan. We express our thanks and 
appreciation to Panir Printers who have worked 
so hard to bring out the album in time. 
I hope with the help of this photographic album, 
we will be able to make a voyage to rediscover 
the changing fortunes of Dhaka, once the east- 
ern capital of the Mughals, then for a brief while 
the capital of Eastern Bengal and Assam, and 
now the capital of an independent and sovereign 
state- Bangladesh. 

Dr. Iftikhar-ul-Awwal 
Director General 
Bangladesh National Museum 



* We deeply regret that Dr. S.A.M. Monowar Jahan, 
Keeper of Conservation Depertment and one of the 
members of the Editorial Board, died on November 16, 
2003 while this book was at its final stage of completion. 




ft*f i i^pbi *f*ft^ tffafa ^iR>«t|v© 



"Portraits 



Elites of the society have long nurtured 
the fondness of having their images 
artistically drawn as portraits. These 
portraits effectively reflect human fig- 
ure, personality and aristocracy. 
Subsequently, when camera was 
invented, taking of portrait pictures by 
camera became some kind of a fash- 
ion. The pictures presented in this sec- 
tion were of Dhaka elites taken 
between the middle of the 19th centu- 
ry and the twenties of the 20th centu- 
ry. The Nawab of Dhaka, members of 
the Nawab family and some elite per- 
sonalities figure prominently in these 
pictures. 





i 



>ifttuitera wir c^r^pf 2ffs%r prefer* i ^b-a^-zs 
>w<>ifa RdiH ott^ foft h&m-it ^ 



He is founder of the Nawab Family of Dhaka. 
With the help of the English, he set up the Ramna 
Racecourse. He purchased the famous diamond 
Dariya-i-Noor at a government auction in 1852. 
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l.tftiWI *fJIW *tTW outlet *tfi[ ( )br)\D-)brk&), ^o-^ VFft 



I rwv// . . X/iwajtt . r f/«/ff/ f//ia>n ( JS 13- 183S) , dm. i88(k . 
He was Nawab of Dhaka, a social worker and a philanthropist. He set up, 
among other things, a water supply plant in Dhaka city. He built the 
Ahsan Manzil Palace and laid out gardens and parks in Shahbagh, 
Dilkhusha and also a zoo at Shahbagh. He was a member of the Governor- 
General's Legislative Council in 1867. He was awarded the title of CSI in 
1871, Nawab in 1875, and the same was made hereditary in 1877. He was 
given the title of KCSI in 1886 and Nawab Bahadur in 1892. 



8 






foft fe^T I3^ra ^v3iIR, ^HlvSi^Hl « vft'Hh^Q I feftwft^ *1S«*<lia 

to an* otfTOstdr fer <pt 0^), (Mr^c), ft.snS.S 

foftstfgifa -C\3»«1l«tdd Cd(\9t>Kd(&Jj <Plv3fo(d<l WTT 8C*i(gtdl I 



Nawab of Dhaka, philanthropist and a social worker. He con- 
tributed Rs. 4.5 lac towards the cost of setting up the Dhaka 
Electric Supply, which was commissioned in 1901. He was 
awarded the title of Khan Bahadur in 1871, Nawab in 1875, CIE 
in 1891, Nawab Bahadur in 1892 and KCIE in 1897. He was a 
member of the Governor-General's Legislative Council in 1890 
and 1899. 



:). lor</ C J f<//<>n> t ( '/<W-/.WfJ ,c,r. /SS(,. 

He was Governor-General and Viceroy of India (1884-1888). 
He visited Dhaka in 1888. The photograph herein bears his 
autograph and is dated 8.12.1888. It was during his tenure of 
office that the Indian National Congress was founded in 1885. 



CtTctRT i^svi fe(cM t9^vsri ofon *ft?[ foft acufetcn ou>q>oPi«p 
HJlfef^G I fcft c£f^5rf (^ffa VfrPVl « CStcTT C<U<.v»<l WTT« fecFT I 
>1lNlfv$<P WHI fan foft Olfe^O «T3C£"t i " f^HPFT 
&5 UM" ( iktf^) StU^T CcW^ frTCIR y5l*Hh fecR \ 




c,,-. /\.<>( .. 



Golam Mustafa was a pleader of Dhaka and later on an 
Honorary Magistrate. He was also a Municipal Commissioner 
and a member of District Board. He was vocal on social issues 
of the day. Syed Muhammed Taifoor, the writer of 'Glimpses 
of Old Dhaka' (1952) was his grandson. 





^nst wfc e ^icT-sfem yifaH dk*m ^tfe i foft W ^n^ 

gS«HlgCgvb OTfcT (dfo>ttd(]fo «£llimfel (^tf-^tf) WTT fed^ I 

c«tr^ sirs ^ra c«n3R«cdT fer f>r.«<FT.^n£. (i&o^), ^ssre 



. . \awat*/i* . X/iwa/a . /<t/nnu//a/f ( /S7 /-/<)/.;) . dm. /■<>/< 
Nawab of Dhaka and a political activist. He was an ardent sup- 
porter of the Partition of Bengal (1905) and an architect of the 
All-India Muslim League. Salimullah was a member of the East 
Bengal and Assam Legislative Assembly (1906-12), the Imperial 
Council and also of the United Bengal Legislative Assembly 
(1913-15). The British Government conferred on him the title of 
CSI (1902), Nawab Bahadur (1903), KCSI (1909) and GCIE 
(1911). 



1 





oiic>ii^i5«i "tffhb <jpr i fsfh 4*fct*<i (i^oc) ftrarfosT 



S , I <tfr<(/r,(f(/(, . /{haft/a • ( //«/<///<t/t (/SSJ-/M;*) , 
He was the youngest son of Nawab Ahsanullah. He was 
opposed to the Partition of Bengal (1905). He believed in sec- 
ular politics and supported the ideology of the Indian 
National Congress till the last day of his life. 




h. AcirfcS&t (GPVI) M . >aoo / 

i>&oo-c"3) <l>rt<TU«Ol R^RhJldy C2f^ VI Pico «9*T. «9.fef?f ctl© ^t^T I 



. 9/ r //>(/(//' . ^iV// / . / '{a/titttn/ < I <//(*< //t'/tftr , [ / /ta/ca , 

cm. 1.9/0. 

He obtained M.A. degree in Persian from the Calcutta University 
in 1900. He was a Deputy Magistrate. 



^Acr/ffHi , r //tnaji . 'Amu/ ( /S.97- A9/7J, /<)/(h . 
She was daughter of Bilkis Banu and granddaughter of Nawab 
Ahsanullah. Almasi Banu was the secretary of Nawab family Ladies' Club. 



OZtt^cmi ^(^08-^8), / 

2t*ra ^Ccw stTv^niE fefsmta^ caw i ^cwrjt ft^ftmicm m& faa gte 

//. yBeptfim %i/e/cAa 3&anu ( i.9()//- /.<)?// J , /.w. 

She was one of the first Muslim female graduates and obtained her graduation from the 
Calcutta University in Sanskrit in 1927 securing first class. She was daughter of Pari Banu and 
granddaughter of Nawab Ahsanullah. 



RwRvft TO I ^ TOG <TTO 

ftar i ^rW ^fft^ ^<p|<^h irwn 

4*ffi?r ^H" C*fC?TO^I ^ft^t ^(tt^ fifflfc 




Group yltotoflrajth 



The group pictures of this section 
showing different postures in different 
environments are of some eminent 
personalities. These pictures show the 
Nawabs of Dhaka, members of their 
family, their relatives and well-wishers. 
Moreover, there can also be seen in 
these pictures the elite guests from 
outside Dhaka. This section presents 
also some rare pictures of some 
English male and female well-wishers 
of the Nawabs who were then residing 
in Dhaka. Moreover, there is also a 
rare picture of the zaminder of Baldah 
along with some eminent persons. 




. ( ww/ . / (/twaja , ' //><//// (//<((/<( /f>(//< / /. f/< trer/wr . //> - r '/mjm/m . " J A inert 

////<> /////to jr ( /ssj jss7 ) ,„„/ lu</,,. /'/,< ih/im //. /,S \.J. 

It was during Sir Rivers time that Bengal Tenancy Act (1885) and the Local 
Self-Government Bill was made an Act in 1885. 
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$8. (frfiPf C*IMIUI<& ticT 0 fkfxff 4Sfowf& ffKZt ^tiJlH zflW Olivet vtfif, Sbrbrb I 





22 





24 




. \«w«/)xa</(\ //<//<■>' //](ntf< /jf/jt/ in /lainting //i//>/i«j/ia , JSJ/Os. 

Her daughter Hurbanu and son Khwaja Muhammed Adil are seen with her. Inspired by her 
painting, poet Kazi Nazrul Islam composed the poem 1 Kheya-parer Taroni *. 





mil 




foft fecFT TOR l tSM^g «ll*«Hlfbfah « IWTKf feFTO lft<l ifTlfe I foft >fc*8 (?tFF *pfe 

*IW Hinictty^ STfr? *ttcFT | fef^ ^ySrcjd SF*<1 fosk Hit *fi5T«I<3 Wtl fecFT i c3$ UTOni 

?£. . \'awa/> ./{/iwaja <Y{a/)(/>n//<f/i { /S'/AJ- //J.JSj //>//// /iiswi/<>, rv>. /<>/(,. 
Besides being the Nawab of Dhaka, Habibullah was a politician and a social worker. He rep- 
resented Dhaka city to the Bengal Legislative Council from 1924-1932. He was a Minister in 
the cabinet of Fazlul Huq and held different portfolios from 1937 to 1941. He also joined 
Huq's second Ministry. It was during this time that Dhaka Nawab Estate went under the con- 
trol of the Court of Wards and the influence of the Nawab declined. 
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<*s>. icjw *tK&T gmv fkfi® of&ych* ?mni wfmm w% nziu^ c&tfzt 

vBUl^l <9dWl*l k ^*H%t3J vStll^ia' 2ffete v5rU fef% StS OUC^I i ^t^DfWcl 

RithPi *trcw3 w irera^ wra ciw *ini i 



ut the cwn/uiw^ o^evmw^vitfieMtmb atSfijalclaA f/<n<<Utt , ci*. (a$e /.'>'< » 

He is chiefly remembered for establishing a 'house museum' in 1925 at Wari, the object of which were 
later on transferred to the Bangladesh National Museum. Simultaneously, he developed the garden of his 
residence popularly known as Baldah Garden. The garden still possesses a unique collection of native and 
exotic plants. 



fi^ 5 (Tf^ | >|C\sC<lf *1^C<t><! ^S?R^ C*Tf$t*T ^I^IH <TO*fl^t 

»m ^ vq £fp^f ^R, fiff^TO s|«ll<SrW (TRT^ft 

^rfcsfi c^n^i "^f^R^r^ i HjfiH ^ts^ fi^h 

FffRl C^fft^ $<F\^< $vj|<j\j> <3(^> |f|f&*l ftf^a 

^rm i ^t^sj upra tf^m ^ ^fe^ra cte^ 

I *fl 4*177(1 fifas ^r|^ CfWri^ (Tit C#*pT 

C 5 ^ I 4*tK^ 1>T*F|<I f%f> ^3 <8^<J*f ^vj^c^^l ^fl^ 



Takces, Buildings (mi Monuments 



Excepting the Binat Bibi's Mosque of Narinda, nothing is now 
left of the buildings that were built in the city of Dhaka during 
the Sultanate period. Impressive buildings began to be built by 
the beginning of the 17th century when Dhaka became the cap- 
ital of Mughal Bengal. This period witnessed the construction 
of offices and palaces for the administrators, barracks and forts 
for the army, market places and Katra for trade and commerce, 
mosques and temples for worship and various other monu- 
ments. The Lalbagh Fort, Bara Katra, Choto Katra, Begum 
Bazaar Mosque, Sat Masjid - all these buildings carry the 
Mughal architectural heritage. Some new and important build- 
ings befitting a city of developing commerce came up in the city 
of Dhaka even though the fortune of this city waned during the 
British rule. The architectural style of buildings constructed 
during the British period carry a mix of indigenous and 
European features. These architectural remains are specimens 
of the proud history and heritage of Dhaka, much of which has 
been devastated by the ravages of time. The little that has so far 
survived is bereft of its past magnificence. Some rare photo- 
graphs of beautiful and important buildings are presented in 
this section. 




SreflfS foift Uildl«i SlcIT: ^ftl^ SPlf^S 
H>lfv5Th, 31T<1 OTT^tcT ^<lhl«l HK^T 2fPT- 

«9<i arcs *nftftfoj (?^r uram i 



25.J?n&ule view </ /<///></<//, . /? // 

The fort is located in the southwestern 
part of the old city. Prince Muhammad 
Azam commenced its construction in 
1678 but it was never completed. The 
fort has three surviving gateways of 
which the southern one is the most 
imposing. Inside the fort, there are 
three buildings - the Diwan-i-Aam and 
the Hammam in the east, the mosque 
on the west and the tomb of Bibi Pari 
(d.1684) daughter of Mughal Subahdar 
Shaista Khan. 
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26. //'<n>j'f/l// , /<i/a r J . /{<Kif/tt<> a/o/ty //>/'/// . /of//// f/a/e of /<///></</// //< /'/, o>. Asm. 
Prince Farrukh Siyar built the mosque towards the beginning of the 18th century when he 
was representative of his father Prince Azimushshan at Dhaka. Nawab Abdul Ghani repaired 
the mosque in 1870s. 



<*if>iM c3^# frvei 

5*US©(£ ^W-ntfo, StfefeiS 



//.. /r //// //<v/r <y //\<n'</ 

. ^\<t/y<f , ctr. 188(k< 

In 1644, Mir Abul 
Qasim, Diwan of Shah 
Shuja (1639-59) built a 
spacious building which 
goes by the name of Bara 
Katra. Built on the bank 
of the river Buriganga 
and to the south of mod- 
ern Chaukbazar,the 
building was endowed 
for the residence and 
welfare of the visiting 
merchants and hence 
came to be known as 
Katra. 





Sir. fy&C Wib SPTWKdtf 

TSIftloicitb bi<pi<q 
<TKci<rC<l ^TTTS Wt; 

"llfcWH W sea feci i 

*Pr"U©lctll> f^Ft^T 



28. /////r/v/.Vr //^/, 

//(/'/// <>jt/t'</J<(<>, 

cir. /<S<SO. 
The hospital was 
established in 1854 
and is named after Sir 
Robert Mitford who 
was Collector of 
Dhaka. It is with his 
generous financial sup- 
port that the hospital 
was constructed. 




Kyfbtofue, 4880s. 

The Mosque is located 
in a renovated form at 
the present Ananda 
Bazaar area near Anwar 
Pasha Bhaban and Amar 
Ekushey Hall of Dhaka 
University. 




CWTt? CWTl? fo^ WdH l 



a / r i f/< (f ft r 
//<'»t/i/e < < tjt///< A , 
civ. 4880*. 

The origin of the 

Dhakeswari Temple is 
shrouded in mystry. It 
is a complex made up 
of four Siva Mandirs 
and ancillary buildings. 
There was a monumen- 
tal gateway at its 
entrance. 
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$lrlro-<I J^W I 



JJ., /(< f/.k J of , //<//'< /- 
Sfta/eclue , 1880*. 

He was the Executive 

Engineer of Dhaka- 
Mymensingh State 
Railway. 




$*HIS£>[£ PiKo Staffed i ^tfe 
T^Tf^ <PCdvSi I 



.).).[/ //<//:</, //(((//'(fMt/t 

/Auf/r/nu/, dm. 188<k. 

This new building for 
the madrasah was erected 
in 1880. Its architect was 
Major Mann and the 
work was completed 
under the supervision of 
Engg. Vivian Scott and 
Engg.Rakhaldas 
Chatterji. Now it is Kabi 
Nazrul Government 
College. 





v5(?.^7W e//vv9jr#/8 ^/tfC-T?tf, 

vB(SC A ir ftfifo fttyfed (^TK^T 
5^T8 ^ GJS^fe) i 




./.v. . (////•<//(( , /(((/ixt<//<t/t 
, //c/iwria/, /$<)( . 

This was built in 1885 in 
memory of Nawab 
Ahsanullah's son (see 
also entry No. 4). 
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// . . SBaweac^j d*. 1890. Originally a sugar mill, it was turned into an army 

barrack in 1857. The building was constructed probably before 1840. 
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The Bengal Bank 
or Bank of Bengal 
was the first 
British patronized 
modern bank of 
India. It opened its 
Dhaka branch by 
purchasing Dhaka 
Bank (set up in 
1806) in 1862. 



r 

r 




V&.UWT VC<ri\Sr, )lrbo i 

itr8o-<£l ^crf£ ^CdC\5? tSjfo I 
«?Ccl\Si 2fT^°tf& «£41<J "gPlTSfe 

x tl£ *ttFra *tf%OT ^raf^SJ %T i 
2>&obr-«fl CTZfFT <?tFF %s 

f^RhJlclil 2lR>[&<£> <S\ffe TJTS 



~(oo//e<jpe J 48.90. 

The institution originally started 
as an English school. In 1841, 
the status of the school was 
raised to a college. The college 
premise was shifted several 
times. In 1873 it was to the West 
of Bahadur Shah Park. From 
there it was shifted to Curzon 
Hall in 1908, to High Court 
Building on the establishment of 
Dhaka University, and then to 
Siddique Bazaar during the 
Second World War. Now it is 
located near the Dhaka New 
Market. 



■15 




8o. CSlWll hlcll% i&oo / 
W 



/<)( ( . 

It is a Shi'itc shrine at 
Bakshi Bazaar attributed 
to have been constructed 
during the Mughal peri- 
od. The building was 
repaired and expanded in 
1807, 1810 and after the 
earthquake of 1897 by 
Nawab Khwaja 
Ahsanullah. 



"*ft^t*t ^Ttw 4^ ^it f IH ^tf^ <p^r i ftf%»j 

«fttPw ^ fin^tmnm, icawr, ^iforthfl * <?n?, ^ 

^Ktft ^ tbklbbl, C^fPf toff^t *!<Hl«*l ^WlRf, ^ <3 

wiHcim Stolen w^st Si^ta $*t*CT ^rr^rn 

4*Tfat?r firf^w * srl^lfi tj^pr ^rt^t ^ ^Rsrlvi 

^tH «il«!t*1l §>ihw>« ^fspr i uro 

t^f^rim 4*rt^ra ^f^s ^ ^tw faw© 

^FrJttf *tfc<Tt*t ^NH <!lf^W> ^o<b ?tt<m R>t>W *^r- 

wKIc^vsjIi <M*HM«T ^^o^r^ot^tS^^ 

<W ^ ^5f C*ft^ voo fwro •WTfa Sfafl?T f^tf^T 

"Ffat ^TTO ^Tlfa >lPl^|^<1 O^C$ <S\ft y>$W gfeftft ^ 



Dkk city : sfalibdflk 



In 1870, the Nawab of Dhaka Abdul Ghani built a garden 
house by the name Shahbag on the northern periphery of the 
then city of Dhaka. The Shahbag garden house was a self- 
contained amusement centre containing various types of 
beautiful buildings, recreation-houses, ponds, serpentine 
lakes, bridges, water-reservoirs containing fishes of various 
beautiful colours, beautiful trees of indigenous and foreign ori- 
gin, gardens of flowers and fruits, zoos and museums. For 
about fifty years since the close of the 19th century, Shahbag 
remained an epicenter of all social, cultural and political activ- 
ities of the Dhaka elites. To welcome the Christian New Year, 
the Nawabs of Dhaka used to sponsor every year a two-day 
fair. Starting on 1 January in the Shahbag area, this fair had 
such exhibits as agricultural and cottage industry items, and 
also domesticated animals and birds. The most gorgeous 
building in the Shahbag area was called Isharat Manzil. The 
present Madhu's canteen located in the premises of the 
Dhaka University Art's Faculty was then the Durbar Hall of the 
garden house of Shahbag. On 26 - 29 December 1906, 
Nawab Salimullah hosted in this garden house the 20th ses- 
sion of the All-India Muslim Educational Conference; and out 
of this gathering and on the basis of Salimullah's proposal 
emerged the All-India Muslim League on 30 December. On 
31 January 1912, a Muslim delegation under the leadership 
of Nawab Salimullah waited on the visiting Governor- 
General Lord Hardinge in this garden house. It was at this 
meeting that Lord Hardinge made the formal announcement 
for establishing the University of Dhaka. 





^IMFT <u(v*)S (2f*tPT I 



W . . ( /.>/t /'<(/ . //<f/ixi/j890. 

The main building of the 
garden house of the Nawabs 
of Dhaka at Shahbagh. 




8^.HT^T^t ?r*tl<Hlfy4 h3<l4f£. 




f /^C/ f // /'</ r , /(</// ijt ///< 

f/(/jy/cjf , //off 3c 

, //t<f/t/«f(//t , <■(,-./.<)( 

It is at present the famous 
Madhu's Canteen of Dhaka 
University. In this house, 
the Muslim League was 
founded in 1906. 
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43. *3)w*6av (/(</// nt ///<■ 
&a#c/&n c /(<>((.>(> od 
. //tr//t/iff(f/t , :>//<•<•«/// 1/ 

(/<>< < i /'<t/<></ /<>,' (f 





8&. bl<Pl<l i Ttiill<(h4 £^f$ 



Jf>//J f /t //-( ■/// r / r/ 
/la/arc <>/ f/tc 

Jfatvat* of 9 /,„/«, 

1880*. 
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^RJ i>br^ ^TR^T f^l*[*ff <T[*TH ^R<H | <F5 w 

vf^cf^f^ ^f^sj^ C3*\ f%|> ^QTTfa ^Tl^l^l^ 

^R<i!c<i^ <i#*fn wit wrm <mc\©h i ^<?h ^rtw 
*rwrf?r^ ^sifast^Rr *te (7r^ <ti^^ fif^ 

^rf¥^fl^ >Q1& | 4Wfa3FT ^PTTf^, ^Tf^f^s \q 

^fw^rf^ $f\s>^it>u vtic-i^ viUhm ^rr#t 



Dludu cftj : DlMushu 



In 1866, Nawab Khwaja Abdul Ghani built the 
Dilkhusha garden house for his eldest son Khwaja 
Ashanullah. This garden house comprised large 
ponds, lakes, fruit and flower trees of various types, 
amusement homes and other residential buildings. 
In 1888, when tornado damaged the Ahsan Manzil, 
Nawab Ahsanullah lived for sometime with his fam- 
ily in this Dilkhusha garden house. Nawab 
Ahsanullah allowed his daughter Meher Banu and 
son-in-law Khwaja Md. Azam to live in Dilkhusha. In 
1905, after the partition of Bengal, the then govern- 
ment secured a lease of the southern part of 
Dilkhusha to house the central office of the new 
provincial government and the official residence of 
Lt. Governor. This leased part is now known as the 
Bangabhavan area. Some members of Nawab's 
family later on also resided in the northern part of 
Dilkhusha. In 1957, after the acquisition of this area 
by government, a number of commercial buildings 
including the RAJUK building were constructed. 
This Dilkhusha garden house stands witness to 
many significant social, cultural and political events 
that took place in this region. 






8tr. llQWcilH Hrftpfcl wfeth, 

csnMcT oiiMCd test lOHll <uvsn3<P 



. Uo&aue , m>. / 

Built during the Mughal peri- 
od, the site is next to present 
day RAJUK building. 
Khwaja Muhammad Azam, 
Nawabzadi Meher Banu, 
General Khawja Wasiuddin 
and other famous members of 
the Dhaka Nawab Family are 
lying buried in the compound 
of this Mosque. 



<i^Hl1 <lv3?$«* v&<c^ *j4fht«* %t «£is oi«*$i«n i y s w 

It was situated to the east of the present day RAJUK building. 



(to. W^VZUPl, fiicTqpr, Sb-b-o-ir rpW i 

onc^y ni^c*«i 

■w^l^s <i5?\sj«5i 4di<m mum 

$u$m<s i i 



• ;7 . , //(////// , /(<>(/:>(>, 
G r ( //c/tf/;Jta , / vs / , 

Named after Armenian 
Zamindar Manuk,the building 
still survives inside the 
Bangabhaban (Hon'ble 
President's office and Residence). 




~>() //'</;'/«(/ , //</jr,/7, .,<///// 

:>«/<>, AW . 

Another Palace of the 
Nawab's Dilkhusha Garden 
house complex . Probably 
named after Begum Farhat 
Jan, wife of Nawab 
Ahsanullah and mother of 
Khwaja Atiqullah. 



C^n^ 4*TKR <J%?f5ff<J wfsRTS C*N t^^^M ^t*1H 

<rtfe %r i ^rten *r®^ wi^t ^^tkr ^rfrj 
Sffe&t ^ 1 ^VOo ^tr^t ^n%5^ W£ 

tft ^b-^ ^rn^T 4*tRR 4^ H*Hlfe><1i*l SfpTHi ftsft ^ fe|TJ *pj 

sfPTR ^><ic^<l fe^ %f WI^R*T ^8 WfW v^four 4^° ^TT5T^ 
^ Wvs^TRt <Tf C^H<TO? I c^m^ smu^\ 
fe^ ^rt^s <rraH *ffw np€ fel *iR<1lt<1<l 

^^^cf ^TT#t 4^ ^?TR ^tfe *brVb- ^TR^ S ^feffi ^f^l1^5 

^¥R^ fefosH ^lNC\a ffacFsfi^ ^fef^ 1 ^ Bt-fobH *fa 

"^r%i c^ft ^nwf 4*r 1 fefcsin ^ttr 

<nfe3 ij*|pr^ BwfcvbH 4<K £#fgj >nPi>© <K*i<t>fD 
ijMf^u feu 4*trr c?m 1 



The Nawab Bari is located in the Islampur area on the 
southern side of the city of Dhaka. During the Mughal 
times, Sheikh Inayetullah in this locality owned a garden 
house. The French traders established their commercial 
house here by the beginning of the 18th century. In 1830, 
Khwaja Alimullah bought this house and transformed it 
into his residence. In 1869, Nawab Abdul Ghani built here 
a beautiful palace on this site and named it after his dear 
son as the Ahsan Manzil. The Ahsan Manzil divides into 
two parts. The eastern bloc with dome was called 
Rangmahal and the western side Andarmahal. The 
horse-stable and mosque were located in the northern 
part; and the main gateway was by the Islampur road. 
The residential buildings for other members of the 
Nawab's family lay by the western side of the road that 
stretched from the gateway to the palace. Witness to 
many significant events in the history of Bangladesh, this 
Nawab Bari was severely damaged by the tornado of 7 
April 1888. We now see the Nawab Bari as it was reno- 
vated and rebuilt by Nawab Ahsanullah. This section 
presents some rare pictures of the Ahsan Manzil both 
before and after the tornado. 




^f$?r*ra ^btej ^Hi^fci c9d[4>iy ok($o 

TRS «?lt?lfo<l vSrTT <JJ<lRiO TOT i itrb*>- 

ifb^nlis i sm^t stpnti ij^^ra c^ppt 



dr. /(S(SOs. 

The Palace located at Kumartoli on 
the bank of the Buriganga, was the 
residential palace and the sad'r 
kachari of the Nawabs of Dhaka. It 
was erected anew in 1869 by 
Nawab Abdul Ghani and named 
after his son Ahsanullah. Ahsan 
Manzil was the cradle of All-India 
Muslim League. The Palace had 
originally no dome at its top. After 
the tornado of 1888, the dome was 
built which still exists today. 
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&C<iC&l!l Trffrsfg 0112*111 



Sn/errta/ sc&nM oft 

Palace after /'< ij/</ 
/t(7 /iy //or>t«</< (>/* / 




Fritz Kapp, a German freelance photographer, took this picture. 



^*ti *»fliiPi*u ^tft % mi 

^jtftpft ^ <»c<if^«i i ^# ^itaffi sttffa - 
1^5 f^ ^rtw w*t "ppro vaiiwi fifa 5 ^rft^ i 
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Dkk tflwy the river 3wfytmfl{i 



The city of Dhaka evolved along the river 
Buriganga. This city stretched along the river 
Buriganga towards east and west. The eye- 
catching buildings along the riverbank were 
beauties of the city of Dhaka. The "Panorama 
of Dhaka", a collection of pictures drawn by an 
English artist showing scenes on the banks of 
the river is a speciman of the past glories of 
Dhaka. The clean Buckland bund by the river 
and picturesque buildings along the riverside 
considerably enhanced the image of Dhaka. 
Most of the ancient buildings have vanished 
while others that remain are in a dilapidated 
condition. The photographs presented in this 
section are the scenes on the riverbanks 
taken towards the end of the 19th century. 



nil* UFFT HSCSH W*tT, )\r\ro-H 



6 ' /. '/i <t Ira ct/t/ 

PAffrif/ftHfjfa ffif'/Zt 

(//cjH/t/c) , /sm. 

This Math was destroyed in 
the earthquake of 1897. 



mwtM Hs c&icfr wfo. 



()5. // } /n /< </nt/t /i < I (' //< /</ 




r< jt< /><</<</ />// (t ///< /-- 



c/tan/ na liter/ 

/Af ////)<//></ , nr. AS'm. 

Subahdar Shaista Khan 
(1663-78; 1679-88) built the 
Chota Katra in 1671. He 
named it Chota Katra to 
distinguish it from the Bara 
Katra of Shah Shuja. 





66. <y((ivxa &o/am 4 <y$to4<fue and o/Ae& < &uMin<jft <m> the icm/c 
fwuew ^^u^l^Mt^a, a*. 4880*. 

The builder was the grandson of Mir Abu Sayeed, who had settled in Dhaka from 
Turan in the third quarter of the 18th century. Mirza Golam Pir had considerable 
estate in Tippera and Bakergunge districts. He built, among other things, a picturesque 
three-domed mosque on the bank of river Buriganga at Nalgola. He died in 1860. 
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iiyn&i* m£ wimnr <oiiR4$tfc<i<i mfw* $ ^lai^l w&z wmz, ^0-* rp^, 



S <y/y (/<//* , ( /jj<f j'f «/</( j f i , Motyue a^nd firewood <yffla#Jivt 

atS&a/nt //\(t:<f((j' {//<((/, r// /\S( 

The three-domed mosque was built by Mvi. Amiruddin. He was proba- 
bly a Daroga in the police department of the East India Company in the 
early part of 19th century. He originally hailed from Bancharampur of 
greater Comilla district. 




I 



68 . , ^Pa/ace < / //<<■ 

f//tat <wi the 6cvn/c oi 
M iter //)// / /</<i //</<( , vif. 
i880*. 
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>tr^8-«3 Rvai^flu ^f*mni ft.ft. 
stufed i oc*i*tj fer wr c«rc^ urn 



£9. S$/iAam,*y6{aM^a/oM(f l&e 

The Bund was constructed in 1864 
under a scheme undertaken by the 
Divisional Commissioner C.T. 
Buckland to protect the city of 
Dhaka from flooding and for envi- 
ronmental development. 



- 



The Town Hall and Library was con- 
structed in 1880 to commemorate the 
visit of Viceroy Lord Northbrook 
(1872-1876) to Dhaka in 1874. The 
building, also known as Lalkutbi (red 
house), still exists in the Farashganj 
area. 



<ufo(b fer( ftHFt 

Nfemu ^n%f$ ^ire^pr Hftea 

<0il fey I iMrtr-CS 



/Afj'<t.,//</<n// , om. / S8(k. 

The house originally belonged 
to an Armenian zamindar, 
Aratoon. It was purchased and 
reconstructed by two affluent 
merchant brothers, Ruplal Das 
and Raghunath Das in late 
19th century. It once vied 
with Ahsan Manzil in magnifi- 
cence and grandeur. During 
the visit of Lord Dufferin to 
Dhaka in 1888, Ruplal 
arranged a ball in his honour 
in the dance hall of the house. 



8? 




«9t? C*T$ Pi ft© ^CTlflcT i 
01 f%cT i 



//\</ (//\n</< f c a/ 

//)«//<(), ce*. i88(h, 

The bridge was built dur- 
ing the period of Subahdar 
Mir Jumla in the 1660s on 
the river Pagla. The bridge 
was located about five 
miles to the east of Dhaka 
on the road to 
Narayanganj. 



4^ s&fpfa <tfsr*rt^t ^QTrt^ ^atf csrt*M ^|vic*i «w 

<rt 2Wr ^fiH teft ^rcsrc i % qpiita ftftfe ^I#*t8 ijc*fa 
^ftJ sfWr i ifirRMfi* ^Wf^ (?$\ sfcsrWtfa 

^^f^5 f*fafa ^P^R I ftf^sf *tf^ft *#5R, *tt^F CWft 

nfinjklttl •T N QTTW c f ^fmll^W f*fa*fa C*TW I ^5^s 

-K^\s^l^ ^tFT *WJ<J*f ^f*Rfa ftf fgsy 



Being the capital of a prosperous Mughal province and 
even later on, the adjacent areas of the city of Dhaka 
assumed great importance wherein a number of establish- 
ments and facilities grew up. Many aristocratic and rich 
people built garden houses and recreational facilities in the 
suburban Dhaka during the 19th century. The Nawabs of 
Dhaka built a beautiful palace named 'Hafiz Manzil' inside 
the Hajiganj fort that had been built by Mir Jumla. Besides 
being a Kachari of the local estate, the palace was used as 
a recreation centre. The Nawabs of Dhaka had their reserve 
hunting ground at Baigunbari of Savar. At different times 
of the year, the Nawabs used to go there for hunting along 
with family members and guards. Sometimes they used to 
take along some English officials on such hunting trips. 
Baigunbari had adequate provisions and facilities for short 
stay, food and recreation. Moreover, Nawab Ahsanullah 
built a mosque and dug two big ponds there. This section 
presents some rare pictures of various places of interest 
around the suburbs of Dhaka. 
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b-tf. <phn<jya «wyw, ^inmww, 

fftv8?<l/ibroC-o^-c9 <3$ C^tKWt 
feci fafct ^CafacM C^tlcllK 

C*KW <W *l^03?<l <SF$$ WdH *ttf*^5 

G^zlK^T C^tTcTT'TvgTCcT vsiicil *1RJ^ 
HIM d(*t>0 ^ 8T0 «tT8t^ 

tJC*Hh (P?8) <£1<1 l 



,S./. . /{af/at)t //uf.u// {/<//<{/<(( if , 

. \arai/aitfj«M/ , rir. JSS(.. 

This two-storey monumental 
gateway was constructed by 
Ghulam Muhammad in 1220 
AH/1805-06. This gateway leads 
to a single-domed structure 
wherein the relic- a stone con- 
taining the footprint of Prophet 
Muhammad (sm) is kept in a 
metal dish submerged in rose 
water. 



br&. &m*t &ft c^. )b-bo-jm 

srrc*r <9*(tft ^ihi<i nts «t*icu<i fofo 

^ST «9TOf£ c 5 ^ f|cT, IT ilr^o-«5m WIS 
CSC* WS, I 



This bridge was constructed 
with the financial support of 
Raja Kali Narayan Roy of 
Bhawal Estate. Formerly, there 
was a bridge at the same site 
built by Subahdar Mir Jumla 
that collapsed in the floods of 
1890. 




^f^f^ faFW CW^Tt * RwtoM* ^ 

c<rc*ra c*rw ^sftwni Tprm ^ *ft?m i 
^tfta Rwm f^OiM ^ffc? WRR w ^ 

f^t^rtw^; Rchmv?w t^T^^tr ^iwl^fwi 
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Games ani Recreations 



Games and recreation play a special 
role in cultural development. Of the 
games and recreations enjoyed by the 
upper class and aristocrats, special 
mention may be made of dog race, 
horse race, drama, dance and music. 
Under the patronization of the Nawabs 
of Dhaka and with the assistance from 
the English, racecourse was built in 
Dhaka by the middle of the 19th cen- 
tury; and by that time owning of race- 
horses became a fashion. Stage 
drama made its debut at about the 
same time. Some rare pictures of 
Dhaka racecourse and dramas staged 
in Dhaka along with a number of other 
uncommon photographs on the above 
theme may be seen in the section. 



l^ravSi^t bi«>iy pw§ cilice 



s,\. ^Paw/ion at tie 

V Aa/ca //w/ce 

The English introduced 
horseracing in Dhaka. It 
soon gained popularity 
with the elites of the 
city as well as with the 
common people. The 
Nawabs actively partici- 
pated and patronized the 
game. 
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<*8. w<pi<i *T&J[pJ StWICh STj/fe" 

t3f¥t mmf* tmsr 

TSSTC llf^CO Oi^ft«0 «£)FpT 



94. . Scene fieom a f/j'<njt</ 
:>/</(/< </ (j< t/te . y At/<tce 
</ //<<> . f (/(/>(//) c>/' 
nr. /SS( ,. 

Theatrical performances, 
it may be stated, started 
in Dhaka as a result of 
western influence from 
the middle of the 19th 
century. In such per- 
formances, female 
actresses regularly took 
part in the Nawab's 
Palace. 
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tflC^S OllhCcl A U5<K 



(r ////), ctr. /S Ws. 

The Club was probably 

established in the middle 
of the 19th century near 
the present Bahadur 
Shah Park. The new 
building of Dhaka Club 
at Shahbagh was found- 
ed after the model of the 
Bengal Club of Calcutta 
in 1911. 
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Transport 



am *im<kh % c^mttf^ i 

C^t, ^tfe, TgpT, ^tHf^^J^TQ CSRftPfW 

otic** w ctwictm aia%\< ^ wft^tf 
?rcf*i% ft^> ^ic*ii^fSvfl 4^ ^fa c^fcro i 



Transport is essential for communication. 
At the beginning of British rule, the popu- 
lar transport in Dhaka was horse car- 
riage. Moreover, horse, elephant, doolie, 
palanquin were also in use under certain 
circumstances. Boat was an unavoidable 
means of transport in the river Buriganga, 
Dulai Khal, and other rivers and adjacent 
waterways. Steamer service connected 
Dhaka by the middle of the 19th century. 
The 1880's brought Dhaka under the rail- 
way network; and in 1885, Fulbaria 
Railway Station was established. By the 
beginning of the 20th century, elites of 
Dhaka imported motorcars in the city. 
Some pictures of transport and transport 
related photographs including a bathing 
scene at a river ghat are presented in this 
section. 
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101 '. &u/6a#ia 0lcu/wa^ Jiafam,, ^Aa/ax, 1880s. 

The railway station was constructed in 1885 when the 144 km. long 
Narayanganj-Dhaka-Mymensingh metregauge railway line was opened under 
the title of Dhaka State Railway. 



^tw*tf^t Rc*ic^ c3tf*t*T ^rl^T irt^tn 
crct titf^R %r i ftfi>*t ^c*i ufafa ^ 

«l«ll«rCH 4*ttFT C*HHll^)« >HW3% 
<M?\ %T I t^H ^t^T, t^f <UW«>, cwtfag; 



Gra<p ?htoflrajihs: Amy 



Army camps were established first when 
Dhaka became the provincial capital dur- 
ing the Mughal rule. Even though 
Dhaka's importance dwindled during the 
British period, yet a permanent military 
force was stationed here. There were fre- 
quent army movements in this city for 
various purposes. Purana Paltan, Mill 
Barrack, army barrack of Tejgaon and the 
Lalbagh fort carry memory of army 
camps in the city during the British rule. 
Here are some pictures of troops with 
spears, cavalry and artillery of the British, 
and of cavalry of Dhaka Nawabs. 
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408 *JvCo€mfocl jhh J> <■/<< / > , m-. 1870*. 
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ftftq Rv»tc*t 4^ ^nssr faf*to >nPi^> fes 
c*tt*Rttt?r, ijcqfot ^t%si^ w*t*r i 4 w 

TftST ftfik^ 1*<q|w ^QTffa ^iPl^K 

<pjI(.*^ <pc<4<pr5 ^sfNi ^lc*il<pfwi 



There are some pictures which are of differ- 
ent characteristics, and do not fit into any of 
the earlier categories. These have been 
grouped under a separate section. The pic- 
tures include those on village bazaar, water- 
purifying plant of Dhaka, habitats devastated 
by calamities, etc. Moreover, this section 
contains some hard to get by pictures of 
Nawab Salimullah's camp at the site of Delhi 
Durbar of 1911. 
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443. S$n> educcUlkmcU vntli- 
foUe Jicar 0 /*<(</ hi 
f//t<t/, or. 1880*. 





CWc^ ^7?c^ (^f) $m 



//(/,«/ ( n<>< r ) , 18 

The Bridge was built at the 

initiative of Magistrate 
Walters of Dhaka. The 
work started in 1828, and it 
took two years to complete 
the construction. 
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»\r. fcffel h<i<ll<l ^fcW R(h<£> ?ffa- 



i9n&ide view o^fihe ca^n/i 
/>(/(// /or . I ((ftxr/) 
. fa/iinft//a/i during {/ < //?/ 
GfiuUa*, 1341. ^Ae too 
cvy&fa/ cAcdvb teen in lAe 
fdcluve wre 6eing </i :>/(/<( >/<</ 
(// ///<■ . ' //jr/n . //r/n -, i/ 
, //(/:><>// sn. 
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LEGEND 
tUILT UP AREA... nno 

PARTIALLY BUILT UP AREA Lilil ' 9 

Dhaka City, 1862 

VACANT AREA 



t BRAMMUNCMEERJAN 



' -CANDARECA 



KALEECUNJE 



4$ «$fcOe ^R?TTft ^*JTTC?T C>l<Mt*M TO ^*tft <3 *fwk 

4$t«TT3 *«JG* ^<M«^H <ijfeci<l Sff%^# \s «F*t 

^qm^ "^ra i >aiiwi*fbifl«^rt?i 

^^^4 ^f*i<M ^ i 



This book presents in twelve chapters one hundred 
and nineteen rare photographs of old Dhaka and its 
suburbs. The pictures include individual and group 
photographs of leading personalities of the period, 
attractive buildings, palaces, gardens, bridges, clubs 
and recreational centres, transport and miscellaneous 
other items. All the pictures excepting four are of the 
period before the First World War, and with few excep- 
tions all the originals are in the collection of the 
Bangladesh National Museum. This photographic 
album will enable us to make a voyage to rediscover 
the changing fortunes of Dhaka, the capital of 
Bangladesh. 



